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tionaJly and immediately, Benes gave way and the
Hodza Government resigned to be superseded by an
administration under General Syrovy, head of the
Army.

With Benes's compliance an Independent Czecho-
slovakia signed its own death warrant. The tragedy
of Prague during these bitter days must not be glossed
over, and Mr. Chamberlain did not attempt to do
so. To Benes and the Czech Government he paid
a tribute which he no doubt deeply felt. They paid
the price of Peace: on the day the Czechs gave way,
Lord Runciman's report was addressed to Mr.
Chamberlain, and although by now its observations
had little more than an academic interest, they did
serve to underline the need for a realistic rather
than a sentimental approach to the problem as a
whole. The Sudeten leaders had undoubtedly been
responsible for the final break, but the Czech rule
of the German areas which had been handed over
to them in 1919 "while not actively oppressive and
certainly not terroristic has been marked by tactless-
ness, lack of understanding, petty intolerance and
discrimination to a point where the resentment of
the German population was inevitably running in
the direction of revolt/1

Czech compliance leaning heavily as it did on the
Anglo-French guarantee did not however clarify
the position. Mussolini's attitude, ambiguous on
September 18th, had hardened four days later into
a clear threat to the Democracies. "Italy is ready
to take up arms at Germany's side if a mad conflagra-
tion should explode"; Poland and Hungary were
demanding immediate satisfaction by transfer of
their historic minority grievances against the Czechs;
Russia openly maintaining her readiness to save the
Czechs was rather more vehemently denouncing the
Anglo-French "betrayal."